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Happy New Year!

As we start off 2022, we wanted to take this

opportunity to express our appreciation for your

involvement and support at the end of 2021.

Our virtual tour of Jewish Asheville in December

brought together 400 attendees from 22 states

across the U.S. and 46 cities across N.C. And our

end of year campaign was one of our most successful in recent history, thanks to

you!

In case you missed it, we wanted to share with you our New Year's musings from our

last blog post of 2021...

This New Year’s Eve Jews, like other North Carolinians, may perhaps avail
themselves of a glass or two of intoxicating beverage to welcome the advent of
2022.  They can do so secure in the knowledge that their appreciation of fine spirits
has a long precedent in the Tar Heel state.

Jews themselves have never shared the inhibitions about alcohol consumption held
by their Baptist and Methodist neighbors who flocked to the Anti-Saloon League or
Women’s Christian Temperance Union.  North Carolina would enact Prohibition in
1909, ten years before the federal government imposed it.

After all, Jews consumed wine ritually.  Their custom was to enjoy, as the Weils of
Goldsboro put it, a glass of “gut old Winkler-Hasensprung" on Purim or gather after
Shabbat morning services at the back of the shul for “a bottle of sweet wine and
even a little ‘schnapps’” as Monroe Evans of Fayetteville remembered.

In the years before Prohibition, Jews were among the state’s most prominent
distillers and purveyors of alcoholic beverages.  Tavern keeping had been a
traditional Jewish occupation in the Old World, and virtually every community
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seemed to have a ritual winemaker just like they also might have a kosher baker,
butcher, or pickler.  Adolph Lehman, a Goldsboro liquor-store owner, and Solomon
Bear, a Wilmington distiller, were sufficiently respectable to serve as first presidents
of their respective synagogues.

Indeed, Sol Bear & Co in Wilmington was the state’s leading vintner at a time when
North Carolina led the nation in winemaking.  In 1882 Bear had purchased at auction
500 caskets of spirits from a coastal shipwreck.  The firm itself produced
scuppernong and blackberry wines, ports, clarets, and champagnes.  Annually, Bear
shipped some 200,000 gallons.  And by 1894 he ascended to the presidency of the
North Carolina Liquor Dealers, Distillers, and Grape Growers’ Association.  Ten
years later his son Irving traveled to the Rhineland to study wine chemistry.  Bear’s
“Belle of Carolina” claimed to be “the virgin juice of the luscious North Carolina
Grape!”

Statesville supported some 42 distilleries.  The Wallace Brothers Herbarium supplied
flavorings.  Like Louisville, where Jews comprised a quarter of the distillers and
wholesalers, Jews were disproportionately represented.  Julius Lowenstein by 1884
was shipping corn liquor, rye whiskey, and brandy across the South.  His in-law M.
W. Meyer and Henry Clarke advertised as “Distillers of North Carolina Mountain
Liquors.”  

So, as we gladden our hearts to begin a new year, let’s lift a glass in tribute to our
historic Jewish role as harbingers of prosperity and good cheer to all North
Carolinians.

L’chaim, and Happy New Year!

Leonard Rogoff, President & Historian

Rachel Werner, Executive Director

Register for our upcoming virtual tour,Register for our upcoming virtual tour,
Exploring Charlotte's Jewish History:Exploring Charlotte's Jewish History:

Sunday, January 23 from 4-5pmSunday, January 23 from 4-5pm
This session, led by the Jacobs-Jaffa
Charlotte Jewish Heritage Tour creators
and facilitators, will shine a light on the
uniqueness of Charlotte’s 165 years of
Jewish history. Discover some of the
powerful Jewish civic, business, religious
and philanthropic personalities who built
the Charlotte Jewish and secular
community, and hear stories that can’t
be found in history books. Register here.Register here.
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Check out some of our recent blog posts:Check out some of our recent blog posts:

We wish Percival Goodman, the original
architect for Beth El Synagogue in
Durham, was around to have
participated in discussions with our new
architect, Ellen Weinstein; he would
surely have been happy to see that his
modernistic style could be altered within
a truly reliable, historical framework that
was true to tradition and the special
building history of the Jewish people...
Read moreRead more

News that anti-Semitic flyers were
distributed in Greensboro neighborhoods
on Sunday, December 19 has riled the
North Carolina Jewish community.  The
story was picked up by the national
media and reported in the Jerusalem
Post... Read moreRead more

JHNC is helping to prepare an
application to have a state-sponsored
Highway Historical Marker erected at the
site of the Wallace Brothers Herbarium
in Statesville, as its a fascinating and
important Jewish enterprise in North
Carolina’s economic history, and the
subject of an online exhibit and
forthcoming museum lecture... ReadRead
moremore

This year marks the centennial since the
founding of the North Carolina
Association of Jewish Women, the only
statewide organization of its kind in the
nation. In 1921 Sarah Einstein Weil of
Goldsboro sent out a call to Jewish
women across the state inviting them to
her home synagogue, Oheb Sholom, to
create an organization that would unite
Jewish women across ethnic, religious,
and geographic lines... Read moreRead more

Make a Gift NowMake a Gift Now
Donations over $100 receive a copy of the Down
Home documentary DVD. Donations over $250
also receive a copy of the Down Home book.
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Designate JHNC as your charity of choice when
you shop on AmazonSmile, and Amazon will
donate a % of your eligible purchases back to

JHNC.

Follow us on Facebook for up-to-date events,
Blog posts, and insider information on our Jewish

community in North Carolina.
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