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Greetings from Jewish Heritage North
Carolina!

Remembering a Beloved RabbiRemembering a Beloved Rabbi
Rabbi Steven G. Sager, Rabbi Emeritus of Beth El

Synagogue in Durham and founding director of Sicha

(Hebrew, Conversation), died on May 15.

A much beloved rabbi for 32 years and rabbi emeritus

for 12, Rabbi Sager’s outreach extended beyond his

Durham congregation through Sicha, a project that he

created and led that aspired to “stimulate conversations

between classical Jewish culture and contemporary

Jewish needs” among lay people and his rabbinic

colleagues across denominations.

A native of Silver Spring, Maryland, Rabbi Sager

received ordination from the Reconstructionist

Rabbinical College, later earning a Ph.D. in Rabbinic

Literature at Duke.  As a teacher and mentor, his

influence both embraced and transcended Jewish movements.  A Reconstructionist

rabbi at a Conservative congregation, he encouraged the formation of an Orthodox

Kehillah that met in a synagogue chapel.  Beyond the RRC, he taught and advised

students and graduates at Hebrew Union College, The Jewish Theological

Seminary, and the Rabbinical School of the Boston Hebrew College.  He held faculty

appointments at Duke Divinity School, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary,

and the University of North Carolina Medical School.  He was also a Senior Rabbinic

Fellow of the Shalom Hartman Institute, serving its Advisory and Havurah

programs.  He was president of both the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association

and the Greater Carolinas Association of Rabbis, where he co-directed its Interfaith

Institute.  He was well published in both academic and religious literature and was a

frequent Scholar in Residence.  

https://jewishnc.org/
https://betheldurham.org/learn-us/rabbi-steve-sagers-teachings/
https://jccfed.wufoo.com/forms/exploring-raleighas-jewish-history-virtual-event/
https://www.cityofraleighmuseum.org
https://jewishnc.org/heading-to-the-beach-or-mountains-vacationing-with-judaism/
https://jewishnc.org/holocaust-education-will-never-be-the-same-in-north-carolina/
https://jewishnc.org/passover-haggadot-at-duke-university-libraries/
https://jewishnc.org/a-jewish-photographers-journey-repurposed/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1994401
https://www.facebook.com/JewishNC


Rabbi Sager expressed his spirituality through poetry—a verse from Israeli poet

Yehuda Amichai was perpetually on his lips—and was a gifted musician and

champion swimmer.    

 

“He has touched so many lives,” Sabina Sager, his wife of 49 years, told the Raleigh

News & Observer. “But what was underneath all that was, you know, a guy from

Silver Spring, Maryland, who grew up in a non-traditional house but found a spark

that spoke to him. I don’t know if you say it’s a calling, but it was something that

touched his heart about Judaism, about the Hebrew language, about building a

community from a very early age.”

Rabbi Sager was appreciated as an engaged listener whether studying in a beth

midrash with rabbis or sitting on the floor with children.  

Even in Rabbi Sager’s final days, while weakened by pancreatic cancer, rabbinic and

lay visitors alike found him spirited and exuberant, eager for conversation or to pull a

text from a shelf.  

To continue the conversation with Rabbi Sager, visit herehere.

Check out our upcoming events:Check out our upcoming events:

Sunday, June 26 at 3pm - VIRTUALSunday, June 26 at 3pm - VIRTUAL
Join us for a virtual tour of Raleigh's
Jewish history to see how the
community changed over the years from
pioneering merchants to businessmen to
scientists and innovators. This event will
include a pre-recorded video tour of
significant sites throughout the city,
followed by a live Q&A with Barbara
Freedman, our tour guide. Free, register
for the Zoom link herehere.

June 28 - August 31 - IN PERSONJune 28 - August 31 - IN PERSON
In partnership with the Burning Coal
Theatre Company and Carolina
Foundation for Jewish Seniors, we
present "B'rukhim Haba'im: Stories of
Welcome," a multimedia exhibit at the
City of Raleigh Museum. More
information can be found herehere.

Check out some of our recent blog posts:Check out some of our recent blog posts:

https://betheldurham.org/learn-us/rabbi-steve-sagers-teachings/
https://jccfed.wufoo.com/forms/exploring-raleighas-jewish-history-virtual-event/
https://www.cityofraleighmuseum.org


“From Manteo to Murphy” is a phrase
that North Carolinians employ when they
speak of the breadth of our state from
coast to mountains. For Jews, “from Kitty
Hawk to Franklin” might be more
appropriate. As you unpack your bags at
the beach house or country cabin this
Memorial Day Weekend, you’ll find a
congregation nearby... Read moreRead more

For a state that historically has had a
small Jewish community, at least as a
percentage of its overall population,
North Carolina has been in the vanguard
in memorializing the Holocaust and
educating its citizens. In 1981, three
years after President Jimmy Carter
created the President’s Commission on
the Holocaust, Governor James B. Hunt
Jr. established the North Carolina
Council on the Holocaust as an agency
of the Department of Public Instruction...
Read moreRead more

Duke University Libraries hold a vast
collection of more than 600 illustrated
Passover Haggadot, created in the last
800 years by a wide array of scribes,
artists and printers, in different locations,
several languages, and many styles,
ranging from limited edition facsimiles of
early rare manuscripts to modern, non-
traditional Kibbutz Haggadot, recent
Haggadot that represent the feminist and
gender revolutions and unique Haggadot
created by well-known contemporary
artists... Read moreRead more

In my first blog, I described how
synagogues in small town North
Carolina are disappearing. That’s not
always true. Sometimes, they are
repurposed. In the cases of Temple
Emanu-El in Weldon, NC and Temple
Beth El in Wilson, NC, their synagogues
became homes... Read moreRead more

https://jewishnc.org/heading-to-the-beach-or-mountains-vacationing-with-judaism/
https://jewishnc.org/holocaust-education-will-never-be-the-same-in-north-carolina/
https://jewishnc.org/passover-haggadot-at-duke-university-libraries/
https://jewishnc.org/a-jewish-photographers-journey-repurposed/


Make a Gift NowMake a Gift Now
Donations over $100 may receive a copy of the
Down Home documentary DVD. Donations over

$250 may receive a copy of the Down Home book.

Designate JHNC as your charity of choice when you
shop on AmazonSmile, and Amazon will donate a %

of your eligible purchases back to JHNC.

Follow us on Facebook for up-to-date events,
Blog posts, and insider information on our Jewish

community in North Carolina.
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